Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 27 June 2006

Present

Mr Mark Wells (in the Chair)

	Dr Keith Bacon
	Mr George Saunders

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Charles Swan

	Mr Robin Buxton
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Graham Downing
	Mr Chris Wright

	Mr Keith Heazle
	Mr Christopher Yardley

	
	


Also Present

	Mr Nick Larkin
	Mr Peter Medhurst

	Mr Gary Simons
	Miss Cynthia Wake

	Mrs Jill Wright
	


In Attendance

Mr Robert Haworth, Head of Administration and Committee Services.

Ms Sarah Jenkinson – Solicitor, Norfolk County Council

Mr Nick Sanderson – Head Ranger (Countryside)

Mr Peter Tilley – Access Development Officer, Suffolk County Council

34 Apologies

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Mr Tony Howes andMs Hattie Llewelyn–Davies.
35
New Members

The Chairman welcomed the new members of the Forum to the meeting and all the members and officers introduced themselves to each other.

36
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

37
Points of Information Arising from Minutes

(1)
Minute 24: Mr Laurie Ritchie

Mr Walpole enquired if any progress had been made in respect of the proposed memorial for Laurie Ritchie.  The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported no further action had been taken to date but that hopefully there would be something to report to the next meeting.

(2)
Minute 26 (3): Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan for Norfolk:  Public Consultation by Norfolk County Council

The Head of Administration and Committee Services reported that he had written to the County Council on the basis outlined in the minute.  The Chairman of the County Council’s Cabinet had indicated that the matter had been referred to the member responsible for the Highways Portfolio.  To date nothing further had been received from him or the Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee.

The Chairman indicated that he would pursue the matter with Mr Gunson, the member responsible for the Highways Portfolio, who was also a member of the Broads Authority.  

It was agreed that the Head of Administration and Committee Services should circulate copies of the relevant correspondence to the new members of the Forum which might help them become familiar with the background to the Broads Local Access Forum’s  (BLAF’s) submission in respect of Norfolk County Council’s draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP).

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the Broads Authority had been asked by Norfolk County Council to write an Annex for the Access Improvement Plan which would then be incorporated into the draft ROWIP.  He intended to bring a draft for discussion to the next meeting in September.  He understood that the draft ROWIP was being amended, that it would be considered by the Norfolk Local Access Forum in October and that there would be time for it to be reconsidered by the BLAF at its meeting in December prior to publication in Spring 2007. He indicated that he would double check this timetable.

It was agreed that it would be helpful if Mr Peter Barber from Norfolk County Council could attend both of the meetings in September and December.

(3)
Minute 31: Joint Meeting with Norfolk Local Access Forum and possible three way meeting involving Suffolk Local Access Forum

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that because the Norfolk Local Access Forum needed to consider the Norfolk Revised Draft ROWIP at its meeting on 25 October, the proposed three way meeting would not now be taking place on this date.  Instead it was proposed that the meeting should take place on Wednesday 28 March 2007.

Mr Tilley reported that it was intended that there would be a speaker from Natural England and the issues of Coastal Access and Agri-Environmental Schemes would be considered.  There

would be three facilitated workshops. The likely venue was St Peter’s Hall, Elham. The event was likely to commence at 10.00am. 

38
Suffolk Rights of Way Improvement Plan

The Forum considered a report by the Head of Administration and Committee Services together with the Draft Suffolk Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

Mr Tilley explained the background to the draft ROWIP and the process that had been undertaken to put it together.  He stressed the importance of the Action Plan which was the mechanism for putting the overall plan into effect.  This would be revised and reissued each year. 

The Chairman, whilst endorsing the generally positive comments made by the BLAF at its last meeting, reiterated his comments that appeared in the report that the draft ROWIP did not set out clearly objectives for those areas which came within the Broads Authority’s Executive Area.

Mr Tilley agreed that certain elements were missed in the draft but that these could be added and that this could be done in consultation with the Head Ranger (Countryside).

The meeting went through the document and omissions of references to the BLAF and the Broads Authority were highlighted.  Mr Tilley indicated that these would be included in the document which would be considered by the Suffolk County Council Cabinet on 10 October.  If members had any further comments they could be forwarded via the Head of Administration and Committee Services.

RESOLVED

(i) that, subject to the inclusion of specific objectives and relevant references to the BLAF and Broads Authority, the draft Suffolk ROWIP be endorsed; 

(ii) that the Head Ranger (Countryside) be delegated authority to agree the relevant wording on behalf of the BLAF; and

(iii) that any further comments from members in respect of the draft ROWIP should be submitted via the Head of Administration and Committee Services.  

39
Defra Consultation: Outdoor for All?: Draft Diversity Action Plan

The Forum considered a report by the Head Ranger (Countryside) together with the Defra Consultation document.

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the main purpose of Defra’s document was to invite comments on its Diversity Review Action Plan and to assist with this process. 25 questions were set out.

There was a general discussion and a number of points were made in relation to specific questions.  It was agreed that the Head Ranger (Countryside) should draw up a response on the basis of the discussion and that members should forward any further comments to him directly.  A final copy of the response would be circulated to members in due course.

RESOLVED

to respond to Defra’s consultation paper on the basis outlined above.   

40
Rights of Ways and Footpaths

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the Working Group had not met since its initial meeting in March.  The notes of that meeting highlighted a number of walking routes that could be developed and in addition members suggested a couple of initiatives in respect of the Harnsers Way, a linked route on the north side of the Yare between Thorpe and Reedham, and a proposed link between How Hill and Catfield.

The Chairman suggested that the Working Group should meet again and focus on three practical schemes which the BLAF could then help to develop.

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the Harnsers Way route had been highlighted as works in respect of the Broads Flood Alleviation Plan (BFAP) were due to be carried on the northern bank of the Yare by Broadland Environmental Services Ltd (BESL). 

On the Waveney, there was the potential for a public link from Beccles to Barsham Dyke.  BESL had put in a new bridge at Geldeston.  Further works would also result in enhancements at Carlton Marshes (an easy access link is planned between Nicholas Everitt Park in Oulton Broad to the SWT visitor centre).

At Worlingham staithe a slipway and angling platforms had been proposed and meetings would be taking place with BESL engineers to consider details.

It was agreed that it would be useful if BESL could attend the next meeting to discuss their programme and how BLAF might be best able to feed future initiatives into this.

RESOLVED

(i) to note the current situation with regard to rights of way and footpaths; and

(ii) to invite a representative from BESL to the Forum’s next meeting.

41
Any Other Matters

Mr Swan reported that Waveney District Council had acknowledged  that Oulton Broad Free Quay was a municipal asset and had applied for capital funding for its restoration.  The Council was currently awaiting a design from Oulton Broad Enterprise.  Mr Swan felt that the BLAF should make representations to Oulton Broad Enterprise Association about the form of jetty that should be on this site and in his view this should be reinstated in its original form as opposed to the introduction of a floating pontoon.  The Forum concurred with Mr Swan’s view and agreed that a letter should be sent to the Secretary of Oulton Broad Enterprises outlining the Forum’s position and that a copy should be sent to the Director of Waterways at the Broads Authority.

Mr Wright reported that he and a couple of other members from the Canoe Union would like to offer to take members of the Forum out for a trip in a canoe.  It was agreed that members should contact Mr Wright directly if they wished to take up this generous offer.  

42
Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum was scheduled to be held on Tuesday 19 September 2006.  Members agreed that the meeting be held at How Hill and be preceded by a site visit to view developments there.

The meeting concluded at 5.10pm.

Chairman
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